General:
This is an important contribution on a topic that is very much in focus. It adresses relevant scientific questions, clearly within the scope of the journal. The high altitude rivers of the region have scarce observational data, and all data and analyses that are brought into the public domain are most welcome contributions. The methods of analysis are not novel per se, but the sharp focus on glacial melt contribution to runoff is an original contribution in this case. The conclusions are clearly stated, but I suggest minor alteration to the following:
Relationship between glacier degraded runoff and discharge variations from Din Gad catchment suggests that the increased glacier degradation need not necessarily translate into higher glacier discharge and river flow in a Himalayan catchment as suggested by the IPCC reports. (455/24).
Reason: Negative mass balance will necessarily translate into higher glacier runoff -all other elements remaining unchanged. The important point illustrated by the paper is however that under climate change this is likely to be a minor effect compared to other impacts, especially as one moves away from the glacier outlet. For completeness, a reference to the paper Hasnain S.I. 1999: Runoff characteristics of a glacierized catchment, Garhwal Himalaya, India. HSJ 44(6) 847-854. may also be in pertinent, as it analyses data from the same glacier. It does not address the central topics of the present paper, but stresses the importance of the monsoon regime in these areas.
My evaluation of the paper is as follows: Good(2) on all criteria (Scientific Significance, Scientific Quality, Presentation Quality.
Minor comments:
1. The abstract has in parts shorthand style: "Other two major glacio-hydrological regimes …" > Two other or The two other, "Study shows" > "The study shows" (several othes like this). Should be corrected.
